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M O T O R I N G

Triumph hopes to capitalise on the customisation 
trend with its latest lifestyle offering. So, is the 
new Bonneville Bobber a case of presentation 
over performance? 
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In recent years, Triumph has risen from the ashes to 
become one of the most successful modern motorcycle 
brands in the world, and one that garners an ever-
growing fan base. As the world of custom motorcycles 
continues to expand, with people searching far and wide 

for the next machine to modify, it is brands like Triumph that 
proffer a modern take on vintage classics for the millennial 
City chap to make bespoke. We’ve had the reborn Triumph 
Bonneville, the café-racer-inspired Triumph Thruxton, and now 
we have the Triumph Bobber, a homage to post-war design, but 
with an altogether modern performance band.

When the Bobber arrives, I’m surprised by just how different 
it is from everything else on the market. The concept of having a 
wide-panned solo seat, exposed rear mudguard and an upright 
riding position is certainly unique, and a serious statement by the 
design team; and it works superbly. It’s a great-looking motorcycle, 
and one that catches the attention of everyone walking down the 
road as I haphazardly throw my riding gear on.  

Depressing the starter button, I immediately feel the pistons 
of the upgraded 1200cc parallel twin engine ignite, a sublime 
grumble bellows out of the Vance & Hines exhausts, and the entire 
machine vibrates, ready to hit the roads of London. As an addition 
to the ever-expanding list of heritage-inspired models, which 
includes the new Bonneville T100, T120 and Street Twin, pumped 
out of the factory in Hinckley, Leicestershire, the Bobber is a pure 
statement, and one that is sure to become an icon. You see, in 
an industry dominated by modern classics, Triumph is the first 
to push the boundaries of its design. Yes, you can pick up other 
Bobber-esque models, the Harley-Davidson Forty-Eight or the 
Moto Guzzi V9 Bobber, for example, but they’re still a little tame; 
you know from the outset that this is the Triumph Bobber, and 
there’s something charming in that knowledge.

What also strikes me is its size; it’s compact. But this is to be 
expected from a single-seater bike, and as I begin to amble around 
London, I’m surprised by just how comfortable it is. The riding 
position is suitably upright, none of that hyper-compressed knee 
positioning here. You also feel entirely stable, so much so that 
within minutes I’m accelerating into corners to see how low I can 
get. I never expected this from a Bobber – they’re stylish, cool, if 
you will, but notoriously not performance machines. This one 
works because its proportions are spot on. 

Running a large 19 inch front wheel with a 16 inch rear, 
combined with limited ground clearance and a seat height 
of only 690mm should simply not work, but it does. This is 
partially thanks to the ever-improving ABS technology – which 
instantaneously gives you more confidence, alongside greater 
technical performance – and partially thanks to its small size and 
light weight; a baby at just over 200kg. What this means is pure joy 
from the get-go, and perfectly sized for the streets of London.

Yet don’t let its size fool you, there’s still plenty of oomph in this 
bike for the thrill-seeker. The engine delivers a 10 per cent increase 
in power and torque at 4,500rpm from its donor bike, the Bonneville 
T120, and has enough gumption in the low end to propel you away 
from the nonchalant black cabbies who are forever determined to 
catch you off guard. And when you inevitably head out of London 
for some serious riding, you’ll not be disappointed either. It has the 

capacity to really throw you about (in a good way), and you’re only 
limited by your riding style. Naturally, you can’t take corners in the 
same way that you would on a superbike, but you don’t need to in 
order to have fun. In fact, with the minimal ground clearance, you’ll 
often find the foot-pegs scraping the road. This may infuriate some 
riders, but I found it wholeheartedly fun. 

For longer motorway rides, it also offers the latest technology, 
fitted covertly into its slimline body, namely cruise control, which 
on long journeys is a wrist-saver. It also has Rain and Road modes, 
so the bike electronically adjusts the throttle and brake reactions to 
keep you safer when conditions change, and an advanced electronic 
system that proffers a slip-assist clutch and greater throttle response. 
As time moves on, we’re beginning to see that the technological 
capacity of motorcycles is on the rise, with more and more rider-
assisted gizmos hidden stealthily inside the bike. The sudden 
injection of fresh motorcyclists has finally given manufacturers the 
boost they needed to evolve, and it’s surely a good thing.

I suppose you could call the Bobber a selfish motorcycle, and 
that’s not to be taken as a negative. When you buy this bike, you 
do so in the knowledge that you’re buying a single-seater, capable 
of only transporting yourself and a few necessities (in optional 

pannier bags). For me, this is a wonderful notion. Realistically, few 
will buy this as their everyday hack. No, this will be bought for 
fun, for long summer weekend rides, to head off for a few hours of 
solitude and motorcycling bliss. But for this reason, I wonder if the 
£10,600 price tag may deter a few customers, and that’s before you 
start playing around with the list of 150 optional extras Triumph 
produces to feed its custom-hungry clientele. 

Having said this, it is a motorcycle that I would buy, should 
my garage space allow it. I’m doubtful that the Bobber will ever 
surpass the iconic status of the ‘original’ Bonneville, and I’m not 
sure that’s what Triumph wants. This is a pure statement piece, a 
bike thrown into the gauntlet of the ‘modern classic motorcycle 
scene’ to see how customers and competition will respond.

So the Triumph Bobber is here, bringing with it a new age of 
post-war-inspired motorcycle design to the battleground. I can’t 
help but wonder where this small but influential scene is going 
next, but I’m excited to find out. 

2017 Bonneville Bobber, Triumph Motorcycles, from £10,600, 
triumphmotorcycles.co.uk


